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FAO focuses on sustainability of tea sector
Food and Agricultural Organisation of the United Nations (FAO)

marked International Tea Day (May 21) by stressing the crucial need to ensure the

sustainability of tea production - a basis for the livelihoods of millions of farmers -

especially at a time w
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Due to the current pandemic, the first observance of International Tea Day was held
virtually

Food and Agricultural Organisation of the United Nations (FAO) marked International Tea Day
(May 21) by stressing the crucial need to ensure the sustainability of tea production - a basis for
the livelihoods of millions of farmers - especially at a time when the world economy enters a
recession and incomes decline as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Due to the current pandemic, the first observance of International Tea Day was held virtually.   

"Tea, as a source of employment and revenue, can help alleviate some of the hardships
resulting from the current economic downturn", said FAO Director-General QU Dongyu in his
opening remarks at the ceremony.

Highlighting its vital contribution to fighting hunger, reducing extreme poverty, empowering
women, while safeguarding ecosystems and biodiversity, Qu encouraged all stakeholders to
forge partnerships and concrete projects to further sustainably develop the tea sector.

To build a more productive and resilient tea sector, the FAO chief stressed the need for better
policies, more innovation, increased investments and greater inclusiveness in tea production
and processing.

He also highlighted the social, cultural and health dimensions of tea.
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